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The Unit Description provides an overview of the unit. It shows how your unit of study fits within the scope and sequence of the curriculum for your grade level. It also demonstrates your ability to educationally support what you teach. The necessary headings and information to include are described below. Delete this paragraph, and other instructional paragraphs when you finalize your document for submission but keep the headings. 

Content Area:								Subject:
Topic:									Grade:

Standards: (At least 1 Content and 1 Language Arts)

Your unit must be based on State/National or Common Core content standards and Common Core language arts standards. Include standards that are outside of the subject area that are applicable to your unit. You will need to include at least one language arts standard in addition to any content standards being used.

Unit Goals: 

Your goals are the link between standards and individual lessons. Take the standards and synthesize them into 2-4 broad goals that will cover the entire unit. One or more of these goals will then be identified as the general learning target for each lesson. Each lesson will have objectives which describe the desired learning outcomes more specifically. It is likely that each unit goal will be used as the lesson goal for multiple lessons because every part of a particular goal might not be addressed in any one lesson. 

Begin your goals section with, “At the end of this unit students will …” 

Then number your 2-4 goals and begin each with verbs such as “know” or “be able to” or “understand” or “recognize.” Include more than one of these verbs or more than one learning outcome in each goal to make it broad enough to cover multiple lessons. It is important that you NOT describe activities students will DO (like discussing, reading, drawing and working in groups), but learning outcomes; describe what you want them to learn, not what you want them to do on the way to the learning. You may want to have a ‘grocery list’ of specific content to complete your goal. For example:

1. At the end of this unit students will understand the different aspects of culture including customs, clothing, food, traditions, and beliefs. 




Unit Content: 

Write a descriptive paragraph of the specific content you will teach in the unit. Then, include a simple day-by-day topical outline (see examples). Your topical outline should include only the titles of each lesson; avoid listing strategies you plan to implement as they will be found in your lesson plans. This section is designed to show a broad overview of your content, demonstrate your content knowledge, and provide evidence that you have organized the content to promote learning in an age-appropriate, conceptually-sequenced manner.

Three Examples
	Parts of Speech

Day 1: Nouns: Person, Place, or Thing
Day 2: Pronouns: I, you, we, she, he, etc
Day 3: Proper nouns: 
Day 4: Verbs: Action Words
Day 5: Verbs: State of being
Day 6: Adjectives: Modify a noun
Day 7: Adverbs: Modify verbs/adjectives
Day 8: Parts of speech presentations
Day 9: Parts of speech review
Day 10:  Summative Assessment
	World War II: The Global War

Day 1: Blitzkrieg invasion of Poland
Day 2: Early events/Invasion of France
Day 3: Battle of Britain
Day 4: War in Europe expands
Day 5: Pearl Harbor &The Pacific
Day 6: Ending the war in the Pacific
Day 7: Russia & Africa: Forgotten fronts
Day 8: D-Day; Battle of the Bulge 
Day 9: V.E. Day & V.J. Day
Day 10: Review & Exam
	Geometric Shapes

Day 1: Identifying shapes
Day 2: Sorting shapes by attributes
Day 3: Spatial problem solving
Day 4: Shapes within a shape
Day 5: Combining figures
Day 6: 3D shapes: Names/Recognize
Day 7: Shapes in the real world
Day 8: Attributes of shapes in context
Day 9: Shape presentations
Day 10: Guess my shape: Review



Rationale for Instruction:

Why is it important for your students to learn this material? How does it help students prepare for future learning? How does it prepare them for subsequent units in this content area? How does it support other content areas? How does it enhance their understanding of the world? How will it help them become informed citizens? Show the importance of this unit beyond the fact that it is in the curriculum and your cooperating teacher told you to teach it. 

Unit Prerequisites: 

What prior knowledge AND skills do your students need to successfully complete this unit?  Include references to prior instruction of both knowledge and skills. Cite evidence of:
· what students know
· what they can do, and 
· what they are still learning to do.

Annotated Bibliography:

Include an annotated bibliography of all resources used in planning for the content of your unit. Be sure to include published curriculum, web sites, journals, textbooks and other teaching materials which helped you plan to teach the unit. Not only will this serve as information for the reader, but it will also be helpful to you should you teach the unit again. Please list these resources using APA formatting and include the annotation describing how you used each source.



